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any marks, he said it was "somewhere55 on Ms head that no one

could see. He had no bruises. His clothes were neither torn, nor
did he complain that they were. So far as my memory can be
trusted, I believe there was not a single word about' "utensils
and irons". And if all had bundles of sticks on their heads It
is not easy to understand how they could carry utensils, etc. P. C
Madden was the only other constable who gave evidence. But
he was not interfered with and he could give no evidence of his
own knowledge as to the Native constable having been beaten.

This is not the first occasion on which I have found the
facts in your reports mis-stated or exaggerated, and 1 am sorry
to say whenever this has happened, they have been mis-stated
and exaggerated much to the disadvantage of the Indian com-
munity.2

The Natal Advertiser, 22-5-1895

66.   PETITION * TO NATAL LEGISLATIVE GQUNCID

DURBAN,

[Before June 26,

TO

THE HONOURABLE THE PRESIDENT   AND   MEMBERS   OF
THE HONOURABLE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

THE PETITION OF THE UNDERSIGNED INDIANS,   RESIDING  AS
TRADERS INT THE COLONY OF NATAL

HUMBLY   SHEWETH  THAT:

Your   Petitioners,    as    representing     the    Indian    commu-
nity in the Colony, venture hereby  to petition Your Honourable

1  The report here says that   "some further   evidence**   recapitulated by
Gandhiji has been omitted.
2 The report concludes: Mr, Gandhi implies that any alleged "mis-state-
ments"   or    "exaggerations9*   have    been   knowingly  made   with  a view to
prejudicing the Indian community in the eyes of our readers. Such however is
not the case. If they have occurred it has been quite unwittingly. In re-
porting court cases the evidence has almost always to be condensed, and the
summary may not satisfy certain of the interested parties. The reports, however,
whether accurate or inaccurate are written without the slightest desire or in-
tention to prejudicially affect one side or the other.
3 The Petition was published in The J^atal Mercury, 26-6-1895.